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B. CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1 . (Currently amended) A necktie control device for ii$e with a shirt having a plurality of 
shirt buttons and a necktie having a necktie label comprising: 

a first cover adapted for engagement to a_lirst_aro_uo_ or threads affixing a llrsi one 
of the p lurality of shirt bull ous to the shirt and enclosure of at least one side and n 
circumferential ed^ of ttthe first one of the plurality of shirt buttons; 

a second cover adapted for engagement to a second fir_o_up__of threads afllxinu a 
sccpnd onc of t hc_plurality of shirt buttons to the shirt and enclosure of at least one side 
and a circumferential edge of a the second one of the plurality of shirt buttons; 

a flexible connector engaged to the first cover and the second cover; and 
wherein the first cover or the second cover i$ adapted for passage between the necktie 
label and the necktie. 

2. (Currently amended) The first cover of claim 1 ifcftheM3ompr 4 ft i «a - w herein a first.front 
is_hingedly connected to a first back . 

3. (Currently amended) The second cover of claim 1 feytke^ot^ask ^wherein a second 
frontjshingedly connected to a second back. 

4. (Currently amended) The first back of claim 2 further comprising a slot adapted for 
passage of athe group of threads affixing the first one of the plurality of shirt buttons to 
the shirt. 
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5. (Currently amended) The second back of claim 3 further comprising a slot adapted for 
passage of ftthe group of threads affixing die second one of the plurality of shirt buttons 
lo the shirt. 

6. (Original) The necktie control device of claim 1 wherein the connector comprises a 
chain. 

7. (Original) The chain of claim 6 further comprising a first end and a second end 
wherein the first end is connected to the first cover by a first ring and the second end is 
connected to the second cover by a second ring. 

8. (Original) The first front of claim 2 further comprising a first flat circular top area 
adapted for placement of an artwork. 

9. (Original) The second front of claim 2 further comprising a second flat circular top 
area adapted for placement of an artwork. 

10. (Original) The necktie control device of claim 1 where the first cover and the second 
cover are identical. 
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11. (Original) The connector of claim 1 wherein the length of the connector is in the 
range of approximately 3 14 inches to 4 inches. 

12. (Currently amended) The first cover of claim 2 wherein the tep second front _ is 
engaged by a plurality of first posts when tirst cover is in a closed position. 

1.1. (Currently amended) The second cover of claim 2 wherein the second front is 
engaged by a plurality of secondp osts, 

14. (Original) The first back of claim 2 further comprising a first hinge that is of unitary 
construction with the first back, 

15. (Original) The second back of claim 2 further comprising u second hinge that is of 
unitary construction with the second back. 

16. (Currently amended) A necktie control device for use with a shirt having a plurality 
of shirt buttons and a necktie having a necktie label comprising: 

a first cover adapted for engagement^ a first group of threads affixing a first one 
of Ihc pluralit y _oJLshirXJ>uitQ^ enclosurc_of_at J-casL one si de and a 

circumferential edge of a first one of the plurality of shirt buttons; 

a second cover adapted for engagement to a second group of threads affixin g a 
second one of the plurality of shirt buttons to the shirt and enclosure of at least one side 
and a circumferential edge of a second one of the plurality of shirt buttons; 
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a flexible connector engaged to the first cover and the second cover; and 
wherein the first cover or the second cover is adapted for passage between the necktie 
label and the necktie; 

wherein the first cover comprises a first front hingedly connected to ft first-bas e back : 
wherein the second cover comprises a second front hingedly connected to a second 
bare back : 

wherein the first base buck comprises tin apertur e a first slot and ftft a first opening 
wherein the slot is adapted for passage of a first cr oup of threads for affixing the first one 
of the plural ity of shirt buttons to the shirt and the firsii^openirig is adapted for receiving 
the first_group of threads; and 

wherein the second I t mse hack comprises a. second slot and an a second opening wherein 
the second slot is adapted for passage of a second g roup of threads fi&Laffixing the second 
one of the plurality of shirt buttons to the shirt and ihe s econd slot is adapted for 
receiviim the second group of threads . 

17. (Original) The necktie control device of claim 16 wherein the connector comprises a 
chain. 

18. (Original) The chain of claim 17 further comprising a first end and a second end 
wherein the first end is connected to the first cover by a first ring and the second end is 
connected to the second cover by a second ring. 
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19. (Original) The first front of claim 16 further comprising a first flat circular top area 
adapted for placement of an artwork. 

20r^(Currently amended) The second front of claim 16 further comprising a second Hat 
circular top area adapted for placement of on artwork. 

21. (Original) The necktie control device of claim 16 where the first cover and the 
second cover are identical. 

22. (Original) The connector of claim 16 wherein the length of the connector is in the 
range of approximately 3 } A inches to 4 inches. 

23. (Currently amended) The first cover of claim 16 wherein the tee -first front and the 
gk^ted-first^back-fcnfty^-be are engaged by a plurality of first posts. 

24. (Currently amended) The second cover of claim 16 wherein the te psecond front and 
the stofctod -sccond hack fmt^4*rare engaged by a plurality of second posts. 

25. (Original) The first back of claim 16 further comprising a first hinge that is of unitary 
construction with the first back. 

26. (Original) The second back of claim 16 further comprising a second hinge that is of 
unitary construction with the second back. 
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27. (Currently amended) A necktie control device for use with a shin having a plurality 
of shirt buttons and a necktie having a necktie label comprising: 

a first, cover adapted for engagement to a first group of threads affixing a first one 
of the plu rality of shir t bullous to the shirt and enclosure of at least one side and a 
circumferential edge of a first one of the plurality of shirt buttons; 

a second cover adapted for engagement to a second group of thre ads affixing a 
second onc_of the plurality of shirt buttons t o the shirt and enclosure of at least one side 
and a circumferent ial edge of a second one of the plurality of shirt buttons; 

a flexible connector engaged to the first cover and the second cover; and 
wherein the first cover or the second cover is adapted for passage between the necktie 
label and the necktie; 

wherein the first cover comprises a first front hingedly connected to a first-bfteeback; 
wherein the second cover comprises a second front hingedly connected to a second 
4wH?©baekj 

wherein the first bas eback comprises an-„a_firsLslot and an a first opening wherein the 
first slot is adapted for passage of a fijsLgroup of threads for affixing the first one of the 
plurality of shirt buttons to the shirt and the first opening is adapted for receiving the first 
group of threads; 

wherein the second bas ehjick comprises-ftna second sJot and ae a second opening wherein 
the second slot is adapted for passage of a seconcLgroup of threads affixing the second 
one of the plurality of shirt buttons to the shirt; 
wherein the flexible connector comprises a first end and a second end; 
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wherein the fust end i$ connected to the first cover by a first ring and the second end is 
connected to the second coveT by a second ring; 

wherein the first front further comprises a first flat circular top area adapted for 
placement of an artwork; 

whereto the second front further comprises a second Hat circular top area adapted for 
placement of an artwork; 

wherein the first rav e r top front and the first, back may be engaged by a plurality of first 
posts; 

wherein the second eov e r - to p front and the feae ksccond back may be engaged by a 
plurality of second posts; 

wherein the first back comprises a first hinge that is of unitary construction with the firsl 
back; and 

wherein the second back comprises a second hinge that is of unitary construction with the 
second back. 

28. (Original) The necktie control device of claim 27 wherein the first cover and the 
second cover are identical. 

29. (Original) The connector of claim 27 wherein the length of the connector is in the 
range of approximately 3 '/ 2 inches to 4 inches. 

30. (Original) The necktie control device of claim 27 wherein the connector comprises a 
chain. 
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31 . (Currently amended) A necktie control device comprising a .set of two covers adapted 
for covering at least one side and a circumferential edge of each of two shin buttons a nd 
also engaging each of a. g roup of threads affixing each oflhg two shirt buttons to a shirt a 
eorrespof^Kiwfi s e t o f t wo b wtefts-ew-a-^hirt- wherein the two covers are flexibly 
connected. 
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